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0. 
l who profeſs love 
i | tothe 
Ir oRD JESVS, 
Id yet love not one another, 


according to his example 
and command. 


Beloved, 


Wiſh Tcould ſay of you as Paul did ſay of the 1 Thef 

Theſſalonians, 1 Thefſ. 4.9. as touching bro- 4. 9. 
| therly love, ye need nor that I write unto 
jou, ſeeing ye your ſelves are taught of God to 
we one another. But alas / there's need, yea, 
more need, that I ſhould write unto you of 
therly love; for, whereas there is among you 1 Cor. 3.3. 
mying and ſtrife, and diviſions, are ye not car- 
ull, and walk as men? as taught of men, and not 
if God. 
Ar quis ego tantis, tantillus ego? What am 
Ito ſuch an undertaking as this? many? the un- 
vorthĩeſt of whom Iam not worthy ro follow ) 
heve gone before me, calling you to your calling, 
he one another. Bur do they not all ſay ,who o 
believed our report ? to whom is the arm 

; Lord revealed? Do not they all Jn, Wo 
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And in ** e ' 

the high have attered our words, and our lips dropt — 
laces of neſs; our voice was love, jo; Ave in love. gut 
_—_ City. 2 man regarded, all our counſels” were jet 7 
naug bt. 
Alas beloved! what bojes i is there 1 t for fa 
to prevail? if Paul's, if Apolle's, if Chillit's 
words have not taken with you, can q—_—_— 
find acceptance? and yer me think L 
yond hope, becanſe I hnow that God 
hearts in his own hand, and can turn — 
and by whom he pleaſeth; therefore though ny 
our of their abundance have cat in much. I hae 
my mite will not be rejected. Imi confeſs I have 
for a great while forborn, leſt I ſhould be a r& 
' proach and deriſion daily; but I am now over- 
come, Anil i hat by importunitie, nt ſo much from 


B's (which yet was much) as from within 


* 0 


mne AA 


mat more) for theſe words were within 
heart like a burning fire ſhut up,” and | was 
weary with forbearing, I could not contain ? For 
while I held my peace from this good. my heart was 
*The moſt bat within me, aud while I was mufing the fire 
of. theſe + burntyſo that I could mt but * firſt freak within 
heads fongue, and now with my pen. 
were + ſard yra ta my felf and others, 1 often faid, 
preacht ] was few of dayes: and therefore I was 74 
— che and durſt net ſhew forth wine opinion; 3 
ower of dayes ſhould ſpeak, and wukirude ace dere 0 
teach wiſedome:but the ſpirit withint me conſtrair- 
ed me, and I ſpate and mult (peak that I may' 
be refrefbed. y belly ! ſhould t' 1 — 


madon. 


peace at ſuch a time as this if this wine 


not have vent, would be ready to burſt tre 
bottles, 


4 
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g Tiv/es nor upbraiding Language unte any 
| do ſa, my Naker wood fron take me 

axe). 1 know: God wil Hay it ro my charge. 

" Cenſures p. I may undergo, and I indeed 

elf in 2 but not from yon: let the world ſcoff, I 

ture not; having lears's to paſs through their goed 

report and bad. I am not ignorant in what a nar- 

row Way I walbe, how it concerns me to be cau- 

tous, both what Iiſpeak, and how: for who 

would undertake to modetate the extreme im- f 

moderation of our dayes and yet for my own part 

In not ſolicitous (good meaning and innocen- 

ey are careleſs, and ſeldome forethink what to 

lay ) my conſcience, yea God himſelf bears me 

witneſs, that T would not write a Syllable which 3 

ſhould give offence. Teach me thy way O Lord, Pſalm 274 

and lead me in a plain path, becauſe of thoſe 11+ 


which _— me 
I would willingly blotout any expreſſion which 
might be liable to ſafſpition : for truly ( as Ceſar 
aid concerning his wife) it is not enough not to 
be ju fault 3 but things relating to loue, (as Ceſars 
wife ) ſhould not be ſuſpected to be in fault - 
I bope therefore if ary thing do(ſeeing it is againſt 
my will ifapy thing do) eſcape me, which may 
ſeem to dewrate from the ſcope, vix. love, that your 
love ( for love of that which I write for and => 
fromuix. love) will cover it with a chariteble 2 
coaſtruct ion. a 
Ie forborn ts inſt anee in any thing touching 
any part or parties, which might but accaſion a pre- 
jadice againſt am of the principles. For as Solo- 
mon ſaith, he that recoveretk a tranſgreſſion 
ſeekerh love, but he that repeateth a matter ſeps- 
. ratet 


P Aren -a DS . 


originall 


Ee 


more ex- 
cellent- 
way. 
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10 but (as Paul ſaid c me and vam baß- 
lings increaſe to more ungodlyneſs,- and their 
words (2 Tim. 2. 16, 17.) will eat as doth a Gan 
grene f whom is, &. 1 would there fore, and 1 
wiſh all would forget that which 1s bebind; that 
which is paſt,v1z.*miſcarriages ariſing from ſtrife 
and envie; and preſs to that which is before, and 
yet to come. viz. *. Love among brethren. have 
not inthe leaſt made it my ſtudie or endeavour to 
the matter in any habit, but plain; and I will 

give you my reaſon, viz. I would not bave words 
ſtay the Readers from attending the things. That 
eloquence offers injury to things, which draw 
us to obſerve it: ſeeing wordt ure onely for the 
matters ſake, and ſhould be no other then would 
promote it. | 

Octavius Avguſtus had a ſpeciall- care to ex · 
preſs his mind and meaning mv(t plainly, and re- 
prebended Marcus Antonius for . writing ſuch 
things that men did rather wonder at, then un- 
derftand. 

Zeno was wont to ſay that he had two ſorts of 
diſciples, the one he called xoyePiaus who reſpet- 
ed nothing more then language; theſe be liked not 
h well : the other he called g\Aoaoyus curious to 
lcarn ſuch words as are fit to expreſs things by, 


and theſe were bis darlings- 


Me thinks the Apoſtles diſcourſe in 1 Cor. 14. 
ſhould ſilence all tinkling Cymbals; ſuch as affe# 
Juch words and phraſes as rather tickle the itch- 
ing ears of men, then affe# their affeil ions or leave 
any impreſſion on the hearts and conſciences. © 

For my own part, I acknowledge it my principle 
(and I would be loth my practice ſhould give 

; K 
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it the e.) of gl Þo.rhe weſt, and then ln 
** ſire the hide "underſtand me; whereas ſhould 9 
(ifat leaſt I were able] ſpcak to the bigheft, I 
ſhould be to the loweſt as 4 Barbarian. In ſhort, 
Trather chooſe to ſpeak ſhortly, though but five 
dil words, which may be to ediſy ing, then to uſe tenne 
bat thouſand, which when men hear or reade, they 
ife © know not. | 1 
nd I bad thought te have collected the ſeverall 
ve | heads,and have ſet them before you by themſelves, 
u bur the whole Book being but little, will ſoon be run 
ii andread over : and therefore I ſhall ſpare you the 
4 labour of reading gry ſelf of writing, and the Prin- 
at ter of Printing. 

* Thus my beloved friends, having given you a 
be & foreſight of what I have done, why and how;zand 
id F hoping that theſe things which are caſt in by 

the way are not caſt away: I ſhall ſay no more, 
but pray that it may come unto you with a fulneſs 
e- of bleſſing, and be inflrumentall to unite your 
hbearts in love; which will ſatisfie the deſire, and 
n- fũulfillthe oy of him, who c an joy in nothing, but in 
being the 


1 | Servant of Chriſt, 
Ralph Venning. 
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| "Love one another. 


| onl \ is, by the words 
a mouth, at IJ his hands 


created Male and — yer were not 
e a invpe was iefaced,- ind: man 


—— fur wii that 1 his 


2 che rf . 
tion of his — oneneſs * 
might be ane * Yea, ro. 
things in and 

out with, und fa 


ling away | 
| kecher; into one. 


2 * n 
e ann fe 1 i * 1 n 
pear and be nc K t 
come in, of { norcempheiclh ) nt thes 
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'Fis 1 


the ewes and Gentiles the 
be called in e to the Teach 
rather the Irie — of t | 0 
unto a perfect man, * i the man at age, and the 
18 or. 18 ncalure-of the ſtature of the —— 
ane with. Chriſt (I meag all). i petſett 
Our us is Man at 4ge, is n if tatoe! $71 de, till 
— made All his Members both Jewes and Gentiles ate 
perſect brought forth. theſe fhathe 
into the unity of faith, which is the athyowe 
ledgement of che Sg * then is Gods 
_ of 8 
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one in us. Tut 4 
eo e er 


„ one Pe dim. 

her of? een all, and 
in 

Nov that we may walk together in ene way, 
it is requiſite chat we be bf one heart, and that 
which cenduceth moſt yereumes,is, that we be 
of one mind:for the more unity there is in judge- 
ment, the more there's like pol be in affection 


N ee Hy +30 and the 


ion there is 
- — and worſe 


bee * 
"And ce a ard roger yaw” 


en we hee together, or as the Fropbet 
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Ant 8. 3.) Seen we canaot n- 
D me) hay 
ſome pinciples, which if read (as wriz- 


| | oy SOR pat poretiin oP af 4 
ee provokegc 


R ; 
mn Principle. 
11 ers agree together, let 


e e e meet; * 
_- Kr 


to together 3 fin 
char they are loath to a 
who rr loath te meet abogr an agrecment- 
Objet. Ob. But whit makes the Saitits ſo backwaid 
hindrance net about ah agreement 2” 
of meetin * x 


due. © Anfw, Thelethreethings 


1 Self-conceit: 
2 Pride vf heart. 


. 
— 


bar ect blivdncks, atke like Gen 
avin | 
— Prariſee axe we blind ? ſo loch wn, 


ro love, ſuſpect their on deſedcts. It was jaſt ſo in the | 


Rom. 13, time of the divifion between the Remmand 
10. he GrecianChurches,cachjuſtified themlves,and 
Adds v. 16. neither would acknowledge themſelves, tobe 
Ze not wiſe in the errour. But Chriſt ian, hear i littleʒ if you 

in Jour Own think your ſelves in the right, hope you thiak 
conceits, ſo on good grounds, and not that yen are n 
| the right meerly by — now. if yout- 
d grounds be good upon which your concejesate 


e 
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metall,or counterf oa gr pen So 


their part 


them, 


1 had been reconciled * 
ud not God come to us firſt, ThoughGod were 
| 4 wich ts, yet he ſounds a truce 

walk as we have him for an example ? - 
1 ile any one party 
Jo 5 
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Arme an 


tincs, he the ſtriſe, ſueʒ firſt for peace: 
15 N ſhall 


* 241 


3 gam, LAGT Sauen; po be 

3 3 We may x 
+ Policy. 9 — Writes ro the 

| aus, 1 Theſis. 18. we Nad 


E 


ye not in yo 
ſands in your way 


2 Princi- 
x ple, right 
under- 

ſtanding. 


Being A # 
1 fr aright 
a rag regs diſtance « 


at Babel, the 

Three they underſtund not 
things beg At your meetings, 

of God- ng! fir hits 
1 TharGod woul 


s-S «et a. r IT, ts ww A ac vos ow 


th. 


* God «bow e 


The de- y his 
very of to declare and — clear his truth unto you þ/. 
truth to that he would make work diy ts ,und Make you | 
Von. to lu what is his good, perfect and actepes-! 
3 | ble will, that fo ye may walk before him nel 
well pleaſing. 

4 " 4 lntreat God, that he would deliver you 10 
2 The de; the truth, as well as deliver the truth i youy not 
livery of onely that he would open bis wrath w your 
you to hearts, but alſo open 9 
truth. that ſo you may thoſe with every t 
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+. 3: e God , ee eben: and to 3 
take that ——— the ou Amt mn in the 19 25 N 

and keeps you from underſtanding and es. 
owning auch. 


Such « theſe, 


to come td 
Hence — flie in the face of truth, 
uind it with rage, ſo #ear ly 
ſweet, ſweetly deat is their darling gain; 
They fee they cannot have the Honey, unleſs 
> bs wy mar anal there ſore kre them 
;they cannot poſſeſs the / ineyard,un- 
leſs — be put to death, and therefore he 
muſt be diſpaccht. When onee the ch of 

dein and Honenr is crouch'r, men to look | 
boat them, and will never call godlineſs gain, 

becauſe yam is their godlmeſc. . 
Beſeech God therefore char you may be un- 
U * lay down: ill your intereſt of 


gain an 
Let the ram of God be ten times dearer then 
tenths,or an Income of gain and honour; which 


fn in ne N 


— — 


where — ere Nei b 
—— w 3 
rags where the love of ey or honour hath 


place. 
2 Intrear) God to keep you from paſſirnare 

diſcourſes and diſputations : or from pan in 

diſcourſes and diſputations: For L 
Thewrath 1: Somuch paſſion as there is, ſo much there 
ef man is to no purpoſe; yea to an ill purpoſe. 
worketh 2 Paſſien uſually ariſeth more from and fer 

ſelf then Chriſt. 


not the 


; 3 Paſſion hinders the efficacy of the argu- 
4 —_ ment; for the tingling of pathoh hinders JOE 
' God. ſound of truth. 

4 Paſſion unfirs a man for diſcourſe, and 
dnfounds boch memory and underſtanding : fo 

that as Ariftotle hat obſerved J. i be 
T3 AH N & Jun,, 2 in 
paſſion cannot diſcern nor judge of trath.” 

$s Chriſt loſeth more by the paſſion then he d 
gains — diſputation; for while yeũ ſeeł to 
honour he finds himſelf to be arſbonoured; 


Auoly Mares Daſeps Tours,” "5b 


1 FTITowey rot Abo, Jope 


When two diſpute, and th'one begins to rage, 
The other not reto ming is more ſage. 


3 prteju- , 3 Intreat Cod to remove prejudices, for that 
dice. doth very much prejudice the entertainment of 
+ truth. Abab hadſuch a prejudice againſt Michaiab 
4 that he would not call him Prophet, but i Ninę 

1 King. 22: 22. 8 J Michaiah the ſon of lmlah. There's one 
man, aiah the ſon of Imlah, but I hate bim, 


For be wever, eco. concerning we, * 1 


— 7 
* 


him, or this is a SeFary, 


IFuor hear him Beg of God, that prejudice 
may net binder cloſing with — * 
ere | | ES: 
The third Principle. 3 Princi- 
for ple, ſpeak 


Do 


hiding it under dubious tearms, but pro- 
> all things cleatly: "AﬀeR. not noveltie or 
e, but ſpeake in known and 


there's ſuch adoe kept about 


& 4. hat the diſcourſe be ended, men 
> | loſer and the queſtion too, therefore 
| peak y and not in Farables. It's no litle 

4 vaninie, to ſpeak ſuch words as will conſtrain 
i | you tonſe twenty, and ſomtimes twenty times 


more, to explain hat you meant. 


The fourth Principle. 


4 Be as willing to hear as to ſprake; a man * 
ſhould hear twice as much as he ſhould ſpeak, Ae he 
and it ſeems to be intimared in his having wo much | 
ears, hut one tongue. Were there in times of diſ- little * 
courſe more hearers and fe there N 
would probably be cafier & ſpeedier determi- 
nations: much talk hinders ob ſervation, and keeys 
= things from being weighed. A ſhall meer 

wich ach talkatives,as (like the beating of an 
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| what is 


{ ſpoken. 


nate ſaid 
- plication 
of Scrip- 


ture, that 
it was 


uaterpre - 
| peer he 
|. would 
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3 4 Pr — but what is ſpoken: Jou ſhauld 
Die weign undervalue a truth,becauſe ye like or diſlik the 
Sometitiic 


| * Maldo- his ſake thar brings it :/ and ethers 


| of the or. but Chriſtinns,confidet' whe you da; would || ** 


. to add ro his bend. Go from any man W ge 0 


neither indeed (in this ſenſe the puritie: What 
o is the word the better for in Pauls mouth 
mn an earthen veſſel? or the bettet when banded 


n de dener for che zug enn or is unh 
. 4.5. the lets beavtiful, bechuſe naked uad not array» 


/,  'Tisſirange co er how mem are led er”) 


4 > 

— 

. pi 
T + 


eddcac'd drum J ate able tb belt e tau om Id 
of their its. at leaſt᷑ their niet hey are ö 
tonifuſealy bufoe, and ſo bfi confuſes. © = 


e 
The fifth Priacip e. 
s Weigh not who ſpeaks, nor how it is 7 en, 
nat overvalue, or 


party or his manner of , 
cording fo the Proverb) we dandle the 
love of the Nurſe, and cake up an g 
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pigion becauſe fach an one holds ir, 
2 man tuke poyſon, thougk from a Father, or 


bol a place or reſuſe a Cordiall theugh from an enemy ? Ir 15 


was better ſaid, Amicas Plato, & Am Ari- 
floteles,ſed magis mira verirar. And the Apoſties 
rejoyced that Thrift was preached, chough 
they that prediche him diu it out of envie, and 


truth ; dur ge from n truth i go ro any man. As 
Chriſt ſaid, the pollut im is not from withoa, 


or che worſe for being in Apollo g? What iS the 
Heavenly treaſure the worſe for being bronght 


to us by an Angel 2 Is the w, of wiſtdomeprhe 


ed with Sattin words and Hen plvaſes? what 
though a man have neither Hilves nor gold co 
give you, is not Chriſt worth the revdfuing. 


SAS. $43 N 82 ; 
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"an open doo 
N eck with the 
ner with Tn Iudicions ) — Tyſe Arn 


Tal. 
To go from erte, ieh a 1 
Lee ao tab 


The 1 xth Principle. 


6 Let not cuſfome bear ſway for or againſt an call di- 2 
opinion, Let not argue © ar Noveltie make ſ. | 
you TE or diſrepect a truth; father truth noreaſions | 
for truths ſakg whether ald ar new. Thoughi all Od 
truth be 2 * yet our fight. of truth may be trutia may 
new; why chen ſhould new light be a trouble comenew-w- 
to L ot tradition a hurthen to others? why ly to light, 

Divine, or Orthodax, or Orthodox Divine God is not 
an 1 date ? or why ſhould not a Goſpel tied to 
5 — ere m 5 Some like wards and time, for 


125 ; Others have ng rhe gift of 
N age lIllemina- 
wi 5 has it dane, wnleſs it be. tion. Dr. | 


9 things to ber Hall. 
primitive 


Men do now a dayes by opini 
by their chaths; one will 


; Com. " 
cient ſtanding : others like ir becauſe it is of 
yeſterday. - Some enn revereuce none hut gr; 
4 ' hair d opinions. others like none — 2 

„ Are and ſho ac'd ones. Tis true the * * 


Fach. Tre, rexoheth wiſedome, and b th 
few of dayes; tis truth, and n bur the © 


truth, and all the truth, hich ſhould have our 
eftcem, whether it be old or young; whether 
the fitit· born of time, or the laſt. 


The ſe eventh Principle. 


„ In all diſcourſes and diſputations, ſe pro- 
2 Princt- per — — Prove 8 
F. y'3 bring not Scripture to your reaſon, r 
Arguments. , fot xo Scripture, ce jake _ by 2 
K. and Scripture by Scripture: Moral arguments 
are not fit and proper to prove natural Princi- 
ples by, nor in many things rational ts 
! to prove or diſprove Scripture by. Prove ſpiri- 
3 tal things by ſpiritual Arguments, as the Apo- 
8 file hincs to us, i Cor. 4. 13. Hi alſo we 
ſpeak, net in the words which mant wiſdlome 
teacheth, but which the holy Ghoſt d 


Mat xeacherh, 
comparing ſpiritual things with ſpirituahor judge- 


os wn. oa tas it i my 2 


1 e as as Oc 


4 
7 — — 8 
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> . 8 Principle” 
- $ Diſcourſe not to cavithut to convince, or to be cavil not. * 
.onvinced. Many diſcourſe and diſpute more for | 

lien then ſatisfe#ion,and hence come fo ma- 


2 Many, yes To mary, diſcourſe and diſpute to 
ſhew ſorth chemſclves more then truchy raking 
122 n then — 
ſnould ; ever carping and making objecłi 

ons, when there needs none to be made. 


f +. + I, 
The ninth Principle: 


| kenyeild to it; men think yield to 
it a ſhame to ſubmir and ſurrender themſelves truth. 
after they have ſo long and ſo ſtoutly ſtood in 
the defence of their- opinion: and therefore - 
the ey be convinced that their 2 
cal like ſo many Sephiſters in 
__ they ſtudy to non: re diſtinctiens, 
3 to God in eonſeſſing 
But Cbriſt ians, tis no ſmall eonqueſt and vi- 
' ory that you obtain, when your ſelf, errour 
and darkneſs is overcome and captivated by 
truth. Tit an hontur to be overcome by truthy but 
to overcome the truth is ſhame. Plutarch makes 
it a great diſcovery of proficiency. in vertues, 
when a man doth not take it ill that he is con- 
-fured. The 


9 When truth ic po 


3 2 » 
- 2 . 
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ſucceſs upon the prayers of Chriſtians met together, 

who haue differed in ſeuerali thinions, — can” 
not but belecch Chriſtians; that they. would nat 
forſake the aſſembling of themſelves rageth2r, 

SY ny =" +514 

Heb. 10. Let ub therejore many as be per- 

25. ſect. be thus minded : and wherero weave al- 

Phil. 3. af 3 = the ſame rult: 

I 3» and! L 3p otherwiſe minded, 
God ſhall reveal ae unto you. 


PART. IT. | 

— In the mean time, Jet us libe Chriſtians obſerve 
Primer: theſe enſuang Principles. They ave as — 
rinciples pan may 1 5 the — 7 — 
them I cave jon 0 to 

the bleſſing of God. | | 
1. Princi- Et us bear with one atather, and farbeur one 
ple, for- another in love; We are commanded to 


arance. bear one anthers bardens, Gal. I. 2. That 
ſo we 5 | 
undowhtedly be commended : for tis according 

to the gad will of Chriſt, if we gh = 
| at 


ons, m 6 "Fa "is a burden to 
Hh; cee 


ve anto their brethren 3 Tea, tis iat with- 
2 hos the 1 he in any thing rhey 
ee minke, 85 hel 1 "ir 
a ee to beat, or 
— at 72 Wi burden. a 
a pg canes 2 unity of rhe ſpirit in the 
Ts Yon forbear one another 
a i fore! ofa as appears moſt Plainly by cheir con- 
at nexion, Eph. 4. 2, 5. for ing one another in 
W love,cndeavouring tokeeptheuniry of the ſpi- 
ritia the boad GR” this endeavour for 
Y bean peace will he loft, unleſs God who 
* A teach us alſo to beat one with 
d, as theſe Reaſons for forbearance. I 


I. Ten all pretend, rg I bope intend the ſame 
end: Tart ons 5 eme deſign, viz. Reaſons 
the advancement of - wh + of Peace, and he for for- 
Peace of the Goſpel. Should y | ye nor therefore in bearance. 
relation te this end, rejayce that Chriſt is 1. the ane- 
preachꝰt, though ſome ſhould preach him ont of neſs of 
envie, and on purpoſe to adde to your bonds it your end. 
Was n 13. 16.18. 
Why, np dearly beldued, are ye Ephraim 
Manaſſeb, and Manaſſeh againſt Ephraim, — 
both are for Judah? Oh that Epbraim might not 
envie Manaſſeb, not Aanaſſeb vex Ephraim any 
more. , See that tęmarkable paſſage in Mark: . 
v. 38. ſaith Jobn, Maſter, we law one caſting 
out Devils in hy None, and he followerh not 
| 2 we fer him, becauſe he followed not 
5, is not this many a mans lau- 
ande forbid him, ſence him; out with him. 
H down 


— $3 


se 


2 Reaſon, 
£ \ ou agree 


in che 


moſt and 


bell. 


3 2 Reaſon 
 confider 
. your 

F ſelves, 


. * 
«RS 
n 
CY 


v7, 


our part. Ch 


ainſt you that is for Chriſt ; what 


can he be aga 
though he follow not you, he notwit 

carries on Chriſts end: bleſſed God, forbid 
this, that we ſhould forbid one another to do 


thy work. | 

2 Tou agree in the moſt and the beſt things. 
The Fundamentals, and eſſentials of Religion 
(in which you. to whom I writ? do agree )are of far 
more worth, and therefore of far Kore concern- 
ment to ingage you, then circumſtantials and 

accidentals (the things in which you diſagree ) 
are to diſingage you. 

3 Conſider, that your ſelves ulſo, are men ſub- 
ject to the like infit mities with your Brethren, 
and ſubject to like paſſions, and have alſo your 
faitings, aberrations 4 in many things we d 
allʒ ho is rhere that ſinneth not, good Lord! if, 
thou ſhovld'ſt be ſo focn angry with us, as we 
are one-vith another, who could ſiand ? Ibe- 
leech you to read this Scripture with, all lows 


lineſs and meckneſs of mind. Gal. 5. 1. Brethren, 


ita man Cor as the margin reads it, although a 
mati) be overtaken in a faul, e who are 72 
tual, reſtore ſueh an one, in the ſpirit of meck- 
re/;why fo ? conſidering thy ſelt, leſt thou alſo 
be cempred. I/ thou be temt tes, that which thox 

fndeft fault with, may be thy fault. 
The 


* 
< 
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to enjoy their liberties, men would comply 


+ man, where God grants his love ? If any man ple, love | 


heart from him. 


25 he bent l 


s Until ye are agreed, have charit 
not hard and cenſures, of each others 
ing. Jodge i it rather to be canſcience then 
bornneſs, which ingageth men to walk in diſſe 
rent courſes ; You would have others think 
of you 3 why will not you think 6 of ethers ? 
who would not think, but that to have every 
mans good will, to keep the love of relations, 


* * 


1 Z 
* 


04 Charity. 


with any thing, were there not an awe upon 
their canſciences? whence it may ariſe, I will not 


ion. 

Love thinks no eviluiz. of others; as well as 
towards others. Love baniſhe th jealouſies and 1 cor, ra 
ſuſpicions,and ſo conſequently cenſurt s. 5. | 


= The third Prigcipte, 


7 3 Draw net dway your love, when God drawes 4 
not his vez dare any man deny his love to thar 3 Frinci- 


love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let Hake whom 
Anatbema Maranatha. But is any man beloved God loves, 
and a lover of Chriſt ? Oh take heed, deny Car. 16. 
him not yout love. Let that of the ſpirit which 22 
appears in him, draw thine heart more towards 


bim,then that of fleſh which Pearsttale off thine 
be notice of that wb 


will 2 
divide, and = that which will nnite. Aft 
erreur was eſpied in certain —_— | 
Apelles, when a thouſand * 
were not at all obſerved. One Fn itof four 
H 8 


We many times ta 


eceauſeth the Sunme robe m Dre gaz c : . 
thouſand fair dies Thoſe ſoulchers v f 

lowed Ceſars triuinph, publiſhed his vices, but 

conce aled his vertues. But dear Chriftians ,ler us 


* 
41 i ae 1 


n ran lay one to another, as Queen Elizabeth 
ad to the Lord Burleigh ſit don my Lord, we 
make much of you, not for your bad leg, but x. j 
your good head. Let us make mucli of each other j 
and fit down together, not becauſe there is 
badneſs in the ſeet; but becauſe there is good - 
nt6 in the head and heart. 
The fourth Principle. 4 
1 ; A 
1 4 Cenſure no mans intention, till bis praffice, n 
1 ire not eit ber wo, ds ar m K, diſcouer his meauin g Many f 


times by their ſcars, jcalouſies and ſuipitions, b 
men create that in their hearts, whick had Ii 
never a place in the ſuſpected parties imagina- B 
tion. Jacob was neediefly croubled, aud cauſe- "7 
leſly afraid of his brother Eſau, when nothing th 
gave him occaſion to ſuſpect his brother, but 8. 
his own. guzltie conſcience, which told him he le 
did deſerve it : Jacib feais. that he came co. ag 
execute revenge, When he comes to welcome 
2 his brother, and entertain him honou- 
rably. 
Jealoapie is - as quick as Martial Law; ar- 
r2igncs, condemns, and enrcutes all ina mo- 
A Maes nt. = | 
mass e Nothing doth more hurt and wrong to 
o chings friends then jealouſies. game cry out of ſome, 
| Cau K thele men intend nothing but Anarchy and con- ; 
. me © fulionzſo chat tly chere will be no difference 
z . of Cad cefpeck 0. perſons: Orhergcric cure? 
ms ethers, nen intend noching but 40rdſhip 


intentions 


3 1 os 8 * . 
4 Jr, Len F. 2 
"nd gude bes at Yower inthe 
own hands; and ſo to be mers over bur fairh, 
and to lord ir over the inheriramce · But 


Why are ye become evil b s of thaughts? 
are you the — you would 
judge more righteous judgement in this, to 
judge according to appearance. * 
The ib Principle. 


$ Do nothing whereby to incence and exaſperate 
another. Provoke one another to love, as much 
as you can, but to wrath, as little as you may: 
nay, not at all. Tis becoming Chriſlians to uſe 
ſoſt words, and they turn away wrath : 
hut many words ſtir ap ftrife. Bitter words are 
like ſharp ſwords, they pierce to the very foul. 
But let F others affor provoke your compaſſion. prov. 13. 
"Twas ſweetly ſaid of Calvin conceraing Lu- . 
ther. Though he call me Devil, I will call bum 
Samt. Oh that Chriftians would learn chat 
leſſon of Chriſt, When you are reviled, revile nat 
ain! 
Alas ! do not men ſpeak bitter ly againſt bir- 
ter ſpeaking, and write bitcerly againſt bitter 
writings, becoming inexcuſable thereby? for Rom. 2.1, 
wherein' they judge orhers they candemne 
themſelves, being doers of the ſame things. Oh 
that Chriſtzans would overcome evil with good, 
with mecknefs, bitterneſs with ſweet- 
k for a ſoft tongue breaks the bone, Prov.25 » 
* | 15: Oh how did Abigails ' affefion conquer 
Davids paſſion, though heated ſeven fold! And 
how did Davids kindneſs to Saul, make Saul 
confeſs his unkjndnefs to David! However others 
carry themſelves toward us, aunbecoming Ghriſtians, 
, H 3. our 


5 P rigci- 
ple, 
Incence 
not. 
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N 
ö 
| 
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our carriage toward them ſhould be no other the: 
is beedming Chriſtians. 5 

A Publican will love where he finds love, 
and ſalute when he is ſaluted: bur you (ab you 
Chriſtians | ) are to exceed and excell in love: 
to love when yon are not loved, ( though the 
| more you love, be leſs ye be beloved) to fair 

I Pet. 3.9. hen you are ill ſpoken of, nor to render ray- 

2Pet.2.11. ling, for railing but contrariwiſe bleſſing,you 

are thereunto called. 

Chriſtians — a Rog Angels,which are 

cater in power and might, yet bring no railing 
hor whos. before the Lord: Aſichael the Arch- 
angel diſputing with the Devil about the ray 


Oat mo fo +... 


4 of Moſes, durſt not bring ( heark ye Chriſtians, 
"Pp he durſt not bring-a rayling accufarien, but 
** ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee. Let us do ſor the 
5 furure, as Johns Diſciples did hy their Maſter, 
when Herod ſlew him, Marth. 14. 12. they toek 
up the body and buried it, and went 
and told Jefus. Let us bury in oblivion all rail - 
ings and injuries, onely go and tell Jeſus, and ſay, 
Lord rebuke them. * 


The ſixth principle. . 


s 6 Princi» 6 Go not about to make one another odjious by 
ple. repreſenting things worſe then they are. Many 
| times the picture of the Lion is more dreadfol 
then the Lion himſelf. Gead Lord / in what 
black, ugly and deformed ſhapes, doe men fer 
forth wy another, as if they were monſters and 
no men ; 


i. £2 _- = a 


- 


th © ou Bu & nw 
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——— Pete re ferre, | 


1 = an wm 2 


© 4 bet viſe Gon pot] | 
© {> 2 T bluſh to tell ts 1 


a But cannot refell it. * 


Paul, nor Tobias and Sandallat theirs againſt 
Nehemiah, more then Chriſſians (if at leaſt they 
be as they: are called ) doe ſtraintheirs to bring 

one another under diſreſpect and odium. 


r Tirtulfus never ſtrained his Oratory againſt 
fe 
u 


e 
« "The ſeventh Principle. 

) 7 Dr aw dot concliſion rom other ment Prin- 7 Princi- 
it |. ciples,and then ſay they are their opinions. We may ple 

e {| make che ſame complaint as Dauid, they wreſt, * * 


- | torture and rack my words. Ales men ſet pg; 36.5 
eeery thing on the tenter hook ſtreteh and twiſt 
r | eyery Principle like a noſe of wax. 
. | 4 { What pity tis tc ſee men invert and 
„ pervert one anothers words and at length to 
draw ſuch concluſions as would make one think 
mean what they never meant? Twere 4 
Lesood thing to interpret candidly, and when a thing 
will bear a double conſtruſſ ion, to take it in the 
+ | oft ſenſe. Bur we ſee by lad experience, thar 
y . makes more Sylhgyſmes then Logick 
[ 


So fone miſtook and miſreported Paul, Rom. 


"| 3. 8:asif he had hid, that we might do evil, fo 
| good might came theres f. So the Jews depole,that 
Chrift ſaid he would deftroy the Temple at Je- "IP 


raſalem in three dayes and raiſe it again, when 

he ſpake of his BRdy.0a appears fol 2,21. what Joh. 2.21. 

words thus wreited and 3 Tay anche bum 
4 e 


* 


83 - 1 
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— pon cher Text... 
The eicbob Principle. - * 5 


8 princi· 8 Grant t90therewha e 
ple, quo as grant to you. We are uſually bemter at Tecenving 
* you would then at giving ʒ we care nt he mack we te- 
be done to, ceive,nor how little we give,thoughit he more 
honourable to give then to receive 3 when our 
ſelves are inferiours and others ſuperiours; we 
beg (as did the ſervant, Mat. 18. 26.) Have pa- 
ticnce 4 little, baue a little patience ʒ hut when , 
dur ſelves are ſ and orhers.inferiours, 
we have no A All. 
* eee d che Pro- 
ets in this Prin 7.12. JTherefore 
Eching; ye would that manſhould 
do to you, doe ye even o to them. This is all 
that the Lavi. Love thy neighůonr as thy ſelf, 
dorh require, and the doing of iris the fulfil» 
4 the Tn! — a golden rule, a 
royall Lau, che ar equitie, a be 
which we muſt eonverſe with all — 
Ab Chriſt ians 1. did we make other mens c- 
Job 16. 3. ſes our own, we ſhopld ſay the caſe is altered. 
| Job pleads thus with his friends, I could alſo 
ak as yon, if your ſoul were in my ſouls ſtead, 
I could heap up words againſt you, and thake 
my head at you; But I would 
wich my mouth, -and the moving. of m/e 
ſhould a ange your grief, an) 
"Many a great commander arent . Be 


COR 
* 
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eitull and bind to their cative, ing i 
might be their own caſe,and then they would be 
glad of mercy. And indeed vi&erie to generous 
miads is onely an inducement to Moderation. 

See how Adinibezehs conſcience flies in his 
face for hiseruelde, when he himſelſ was (er- 
ved by others as he had ſerved others, Judg. 1 


9 Do mthing in prejudice or partialitythe one ꝙ Princi- 
will make you an enemy to geod, the other ple, no 
will wake you a friend to evil. Prejudice will prejudice 
take in. nothing, partialitic will take in any nor par- 


3 tialitie. 
* — — —— _ miſery, that —— — 
7 parties. Men not (2 
God lavet) without reſpect of perſontʒ but men 
love ſach;becauſe they take part with them and 
their defigngaud ha ve prejudice againſt othert, 
i Y becauſe they are not their followers. 
Til we bove ene mother, according as Chriſt 
hath given us Command and example, as he 
hath loved us, that is, hir, we cannot expect 
b ſweet a concord,as then we may. 


The tenth, Principle. 


' 16 Aſceud or deſcend,go higher or lewer, do 3 

Imy thing (Sinne excepted) that you agree. 10 Princi- 
5 Become all things to all men, if at laſt by any ple. | 
| means 


. And Adoniberek faid, Threeſcore anden Kings, 
e | baving tei "thumbs and their great toes cut off, 
- | g«theredtheirmeat nur my tables; I have done, 
e ff ſo God bath requited me. 

r Y 

e The ninth Principle. 
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ſeek one anothers wealth. * | 
Nature is ſo in love with unitie, that Particu- 
lar beings will forſake their own intereſts, their 
elements and centres which are their reſt and 
happineſs, rather then there ſhould be a breach 
or vacuitie in nature; and tis but reaſon that 
particulars ſhould ſerve che univerſal, ¶ for they 


Who ſo loſe, ſhall ſave ] ſeeing thar onleſs the 


veſſel be preſerved their Cabins cannot. 

Alas Chriſtians! how will ye thus ſeek every 
man his own,and not the things of Jeſus Ghriſt? | 
Oh how glad am | ! my jey is now-fulklled, 
ſaith John, at Chriſts increaſe, though his in- 
creaſe be my decreaſe; and Paul would rather } x 


ſtarve himlelf, andnever eat fleſh while he 
lived, then do any ching which ſhould offend | x 
or ſadden his weak Brother. < 0) 


Bodies ductile and tenſile( metali that will be 
drawn into wires; wooll. and tow, which will be 
drawn into yarn or thread have in them the ap» 
petite of not dilcontinuirg ſo ſtrong, that they 
will follow the force which wire drawes and 
pulls them out, rather then diſcontiaue or for» 
ſake their on bodies. oe} | 

Gratificlea the mother of Cleomene: ( hen he 
was {oth to ſend her for a pledge into Ah) th 

2 ſhip, 
* 


faid unto him; come, come, put me into 

and ſend me vhicker thou wilt, that this 
of mine may doe ſome good to my Countte y. | for 

before crooked age conſume my life without th 


profit. A 

Oh that there were ſuch a heart in us, hut to 

lay-afide our own particular relgtions and inte- rig 

refts, that there may not be ſo many a breach I ajj 
in 


* ws 


* * 


N Mr. PART. III. 


For & further help to unitie, I ſhall lay down 
ſume other Principles , to unite our judge- 
ments-5 and ſubmit them to the judgement 
of the Saints, whether they ſpeak, according 

36 God or no, 


„ The firſt Principle. 


* 11 Eeing there is nothing to be practiſed, 1 Princi- 

e believed or taught, which is not agree · ple, make 

& | able to the mind of God, Let us make the Word Scripture 
of Godour Judge. judge. 

be The Scriptures ( is granted by all that I 

be } write to) axe the ronchſtone by which all reli- 

pe | gious iples and Acts are to be tried. T5 

ty 

1& 

* 


the Law; and to the Teftimony, if they ſpeak not 
actor to this rule, tis becauſe there is no 
Iſa.8. 20. Let nothing paſs for 
I current coin, which hath not this ſtemp upon it. 
he Certainly, no Chriſtian will refuſe to make 
t) | che truth of God, contained in the Scriptures, 
5 che judge of all he holds and practiſeth, it be- 
y | ing che hs of both, if they be laid on their true 
foundation 3 tit the trjal which tries all; and 
therefore bring your opinions to the light, to ſee 
whether they be oſ God or no. | 
If the Scriptures write jus divinum , divine 
te right nyon d opinion, tis then authentic kʒ bur 
All other authoritie is not ſufficient to com- 


„ light in 


4 


© Oracles af God. 


2 Princi- 
ple; righr- 


under- 
ſtanding 
of Scrip- 
rures. 
Three 
helps to 
under - 
ſtand 


Scripture. 


1 The 
Spirit. 


Jam. I. 3. 
Luk. t 1. 12 


3 


mand either Faith or Practice“ Th 
{ 48.19.11. were ea d morenobie then K 
of Theſſalonica, becauſe they did not rake thiiigs 
upon truſt, and believe imglicite ly, but ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, whether theſe cl ere 


13 
* 


ſo. If any man, or an Angel from Heaven, bring 


you any other Doctrine, let him he accurſed, 

Gal. 1.8. | » 2 
Certainly, theſe are the mdoubred, perfeR, 

and infallible rules for all matters ef Faith and 


Practice, or God could not judge the wbt id by 


them at the laſt day. 

Let us do therefore, as the wiſe men, when 
they ſaw the Star, go up to eri ſalem, that is, to 
the Law and to the Teſtimony, and willingly 
acquieſce in the - Anſwer we receive figm che 

X 


The ſecond Principle; \ 10 N N 


2 Labour for a right underſtanding o ures 
for the want of this makes all our nces; 
we erre, not knowing the Seripturecs 1 Every one 
indeed brings Scripture. but moſt bring their 
own, not the Scriptures own ſenſe, for their 
opinions. 1 

For a right underſt anding of Seriptuve,take 

theſe three courſes 

Firſt, Conſult with the ſpirit of God, None 

knoweth the mind of God, but the Spirirof 


God, 1 Cor. 2. 11. The Philiftians by plowing 


with Sampſons heifer, came to know his ridgle. 
If any therefore want wiſedome, let him ask 
it of God, who giveth liberally ; and up- 
braideth not; yet 
that ask him. 


we 
1 


giveth the ſpirit to then 
Secondly ; 


© Secondly,Conſhlewnth nt; forthe ſe- „ The! 
u, ſcret of the Þ d is with p that fear him, Saints 
xd he will ſnew them bis Covenant, { Pſalm 
25-14+ ] Converſe; with them who converſe 
ich God. The Saints bave clearer appretien- 
fous of the Sctipture then other men; and can 
ive a better account of the Myſterie ( net ſo 
erhaps of the Hiſtorie then many a learned man 
can do: the regs it apparent, for the godly 
nan, though #/iterate, hath the Law in His 
heart, and cthe.truth in his inward parts; The 
Bible is tranſcrib d within him. But the moſt 
ned man in the world if not a Saint) hath 
it not in the exper ience, though he have it in the 
expreſſion. 5 
Not beloved, that I ſpeak in diſſike of learn» 
ing and irs uſe; no, 1 de coufefs that next to the 
Lord Jeſns Chriſt, and Commanion with God 
in him, there is no portion ( whether riches, ho- 
nours or pleaſures ) like unto it, in my eſteem. 
This by the way ; now to our purpoſe. « 
n It is good therefore to conſult with the 
3 I Saints, a conjunction of Counſellors will doe 
e | well, for in the multitude of them there is like 
robe ſaſetic. Prov. 1 1. 14. As to depend onely on 
ir nber mens judgement, were to make as if the ſpirit 
bad nat come to thy ſelf; ſo to depemi onely on thy 
own judgement, were to make a if the ſpirit of God 
had not come to others. 
e |. Thizdly, Uſe ſuch helps as! God hath made Three o- 
f || uſefull; co others for their right underſtanding ther rules. 
el Scripeure. Rules for if 
Such God hath made uſefull to me and many the under» 
k I ther Chriſtians, Iſhall ſet before jou; I ſpeak as ſtanding 
- Yo wiſemengudge ye what I ſay. of the 
n r "CE" 
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Prov. 24.6 


Scripture. 
The 


The firſt - 1 That the Father, Son and Spirit; as 


Rule. 


yo 1 3 
* 


one, fo they agree in one, Ioh 3. 7,8. eh {= 
but one defign. The Father, Son and Spitirze 
not like the gods of che hearhen? (which indeed 
are mt gods ) alwayes elling one with 
another, claſhing againſt, and contradictiag 
one another:gthough they will mam things thety 
will is but one. Sie. 4 


Cre ep acwr 


Therefore if you find in Scripture, that the / 


Sons deſign in Redemption, ſeems to be of larger 
extent, then the Fathers'in Election, and th: 
Spirits in Sanctiſcation, reconcile it by this 
rule, for there is but one and the ſame objetf of 


the Fathers Election, the Sons Redemption, and 


the Spitits San#ification to ete ruall liſe. 
The ſecond Rule. 


2 Every particular is to be interpreted by they 


ſcope of the whole, and that will free Scripture 

from all ſeeming contradictions. * 
Pant ſaith, Rom. 3. 28. a man is juſtified! 

Faith, withourf or apart from) the deeds © 


the Lawtbur Tan. 2. 24. Ye ſee then how that 


by works à min is juſtified, and not by Faith 
onely, Vor alone. | N. 

Now here ſeems to be a contradiction 3 but 
the ſcope of che Scriprures will untic this knot 


(as Tunderftand ) thas : By Faith alone we at 


juſtificd, but the Faith, by which we ate; * 
work Faith, nor the work of Falth, bar 0 


fied is not alone; Tis not (as I conceive 
ing Faith whereby we are juſtified: Fo. 


By 


3 
0 
ſu) 


Rus beloved I 
is Nor concor dia diſco 


in a Text and neglect the 
ſospe, ſavours 42 Hereticall diſpoſition. And 
Laber hath a ſweet ſaying to this purpoſe, 
Grammaticam decet Theologia cedere, quitm ſub- 
jella ſum verba rebus, non res verbis: vox merito 
ſenſum P litera ſpiritum. The ſenſe in 
Words moſt give place to the 
55 — 2 ſence: His reaſon is this, becauſc 
of} matter, is not forthe words, but the words for 
the matter: And again, Divinely, Ifte modus in- 
| {telligendi aut interpretandi Scriptures diverſa ſcil. 
ex diverſis locis decerpere, eft fallaciſſimes , ha- 
| benda igitur eſt tota Scriptura, ante oculos oy 
acer fundng or . of 
un or interpreting cs, vix. 
divers things from divers places, is 
* deceitſull; the whole Scripture therefore 
is to he had before our eyes, and conti aries to 
be compared with contraries. 


2 
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ich n co quote an Author ſor I believe, Tig as 
+4 lawfull to conſult with the n of dead as 
bar | wing Samts. | 


a | 


2 


The third Rule. 


place is not * interpr eted, nor conſes 
e well 2 the conſequence whereof is an 


| lee and ſpeaks any thing to the diſp a- 
3 | n agement 


Ka 


l . 


ified, — 5 _ 


it eur purpoſe Nthat to hang on 


Friends, I hope it will not be an * — , 


3 Rule. 


4 Rule. 


— of che - 4 f ol ; of rhe ' wa 
eſt pro- anterpretanda er. gr. 
1a, ſcil. in Chriſtoʒ quia fone Chriſto niit poteſyis : 
All Scriptere is to be interpreted for Chrift ; 
as, keep the Commandements,viz in Chriflsfor 
without him ye can do nothing. 
And again, fully excellent and excellently 
full: Si adverſarii urgent Scripturam contra Chri- 
ſtum, urgeamus Chriſtum contra Scripturam. If 
our adverſaries urge Scripture againft Chriſt, 
let us urge Chriſt againſt Scriptufe. 

I rhe interpretation of any Text draw ach 
inf. rences after ir as theſe, vi. That God is un- 
juſtʒtbat God is mutable 3 that God cannot doe all 
things;that Chriſt is not able of and by himſelf to 
ſave to the utmoſt, that the Saints ſhalF nor be kept 
through Faith by the power of God to ſalvation; I 
ſay, if ſuchinferences follow the interpreta- 
tion of any Seripture, tis not truly interpreted, 
for * cannot ſpeak againſt the truth, hut for the 
truth. 


— 


4 


The fourth Rule. 


4 Tale heedof diftin#ims 5 though there 


may be uſe ofrhem, yet ſor the moſt part, the 
moſt part of diſtinctions ariſe from darkneſs 
and ignorance, or from wilfalneſs. Therefore 


take heed of them, aud admit not of any | 
which are not wel grounded on the Scriprure. | 


Did we ſpeak more punctually to all 1 


more diſtinctly, there would be fewer 
ctions | 


Ic is a common thing with many men, that 


caynor 


f 


: 9 
«yg 4 of 
* of- 


malt, fe and lar 
iter, ſhriftt and Lars( poor 
are toſſed up and down 


a ö The fitch Kule. 


5. Parables and ſimilitudes hold nat in the par- 
Y ticulars 3 but in the whole; not inevery ſentence, 
1 but in the ſcope. 

1 They runner on all four; as we ſay; they 
a | arc of more uſe, for 1!luftration then Demunſtra- 
+; | tien. And I believe there is not a truth held 

I out in a able, but its held focrh alſo in ſome 

other place of Scripture, which will be bettet 

1, | T9groung'0n, being nſually more clear. 


| The f:xth Rule. 


5: Rules” | 


6. Sceing God in Scriptute ſpeaks much is 6. Rule. 


a little, interpret, Scriptur in the largeft ſenſe. The He- 
Scripture is like to Laws of faudur, Which are brew Do- 


* to be extended; as far as way he. We wrong ctors ſay 
he | many a Ten of Scripture by 'confining, that the 
fs | bounding. and limiting it in 2 narrow come Law hath 


re paſſe. 4 1 5 
ny | The Evangelifts look upon ſeverall Texts as 


ſeventy . 
laces, i.e. 


-e. | folfilled in their dayes, which were fulfiled manner 
ad | long before ; as Matth. 317. Then was ſulfil- of wayey 


”_ 
— © 


led that which was ſpoken by the Prophet Le- to be o- 
remighs ſaying. &c. Now this was fulplled Li- pened 
tally in ven 31. . When 12 and ag 

I | (wiichplyed. 


- " 
- 


= 
a 
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New re- 
Nament i ; may 
che Apo- Prophet; as if that place was not fulfill'd tilt 
Mes bring . And fo you ſhalf oſten find ſeveral 
Fee fame | Texts upon ſeveral! occafions applyed to ſeve- 
teeftimony rfl ufes 3 which ſhews;rhat che fenſe not 
ro divers be confined. As for inſtance, that Text ¶ Hab. 
purpoſes. 2. 4: The juſt ſhall live by faith |] is applyed in 
he ſeverall ſenſes, as appears by comparing it with 
Ro. 1. 9. Gal. 3. 11. Heb. 10. 38. in all which 
places 'tis quoted: 


The ſeventh Rule. 


J. Rule. 7. No place muft be interpreted fo as' 
; to make the rwo Commandements, /ove your 
Neighbour, to prejudice each other. As rhe 
Proverb is, we muſt not rob Peter to cloath Paul; 
We may not take from God, to give to our 
Neighbour, nor take from our Neighbour, to 
give to God. 


we muſt not under pretence of honouring our 
Parents diſbonour God; no, tis obedience to diſe- 
Mark. 7.11 bey them, wherein we cannot obey them, unleſſe we 
difobey God. Neither may we under pretence 
of corban or a giſt, refuſe to do onght for our 
Father and Mother. as God commands us, leſt we 
make the word of God of none effe&. .- - 


The eighth Rule. 


1 6. Rul 8. Diſtinguiſh between things ſpoken proper] ; 
. Rule, 2 ſpoken — as a a 
ings meant literally, and things * 


* 


been ſaid, we may nom rake vpghe ord of the - 


As Honour thy Father and thy Mother : now g 


—_— << > a. oiS _ _ -ocu—_ _\þ-]-ea _ 


ſbirſtuallf; be Propher Malachy faid, l. 8 
4. 3. that i muſt firſt came, which as 
ſpoken of Fobn che Baptiſt, as Chriſt cleats it. > A 
Mat. 1). 12. So theſe words Mat. 16. 6. Be- 
ware of ehe ven of the Phariſees, are not 
meant properly bur figuratively. ä 

a man ſhould take that place ¶ Mat. 5.29. 
If thine eye offend thee, pull it out] literally, he 
might be guilry of ſelf murder. Therefore it is 
to be underſtood ſpiritually ; vix. of any thing 
that is as near, dear and tender as our eye to 
us. Origen, who interpreted all, or almoſt all 
other places of Scripture myſtically, under- 
ſtood this place literally [ Mat. 19. 13. Some 
make themſelves Eunuches for the Kingdome 
bf God] and thereupon gelded himſelf : but 
| ſuxely Ov1gen, had not that ab origine; for from 
the beginning it was not ſo; it was not inſtitu- 
ted by God; therefore muſtnot be executed by 
man. 


The nint h Rule. 


. | | 
All places which ſpeak of Adminiſtrations | 

and Adminiſttators, are beſt ungderftood and in- 9. Rule, 
terpreted,the nearer the ſenſe comes ts God's deſign. 
Gods deſign is; Eph. 4-11 , 12; 13. by all Ad- 
miniſtrators and. Adminiſtrations to bring 2- 
bout the perfeHing of 'the Saints, the work-of 
the Miniſtery, and the edi ing of the body of 
Chriſt, till we all come, &c. Now all Admi- 
niſtrations and Adminiſtrators being re help - 
on this, the places of Scripture ſpeaking of ſuch 
things, are undoubtedly heſt underſtood in the 
ſenſe which doth promote that work. 
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*N  ro--If Scriptyre- ſpeak, it, belgeve it, t 
*. Rule. Reaſon camot find but the reaſon e The Scrif- 


- rurefairhin Fob 26. 7. That the earth hangeth 
* on nothing. The Scripture faith, that one is 
chree, and three arc one, 1 Job. 3. 3. How can 
reaſon think this true? and yet tis true; for God 
who is truth, and ſpeaks nothing but truch, 
ſaith tis ſo. 

Yea, let me adde, that could God be compre- 
ended by our reaſon, we might think it reaſan to 
think he were not God. ; 


The third Principle. 


3. Princi- 3- If after all theſe endeavonrs, to attain and 
ple. obtain the right wnderſtanding of Scripture, they 
| yer ſeem in any —— to ſpeak darkly : and 
8 as to externall diſpenfations, thou knowſt nor 
wich which to cloſe, make holineſſe thy Rule. 
That way wch conduceth moſt to ſelf abaſing 
and Chriſts advancement, is the ſafeſt: and did 
Chriſtians judge of opimons and practices by 
this Rule, they would better diſcern between 
things that Acker. . | 
Tou hear men ſay this 7s Chrift, and here is 
Chrift, and both may ſeem probable to you; | 
\ but you know not how to determine: there are 
ſtrong arguments on both hands. Now conſider 
and in good earneſt weigh, and that without 
puartiality, which makes moſt for an exalt walk- 
ing with God, and building up one another in 
the faith and fear of jeſus Chriſt, aad actor - 


dingly engage: | , 
1 I The fourth Principle. _ __ 
4. Princi- 4. Make common to All, which God bath 
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' ple. made peculiar to ſore 3 nor makethar peculiar 
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"%. 290 
1 * 


4 - 4 » 7” 
7 8 * £4 > * 9 
y K, 1 2 * 8 1 — x”. 
. I "TS 4 6 


Ifreri. 


taſome, which God hath made common to 
all ; do not ye enlarge when God hath ſtraitned 
nor ſtraiten when God hath enlar ged. Caſt not 3 
Pearls before Swine, nor give the Childrens _ 
Bread to Dogs : neither refuſe to give the chil- | 
dren bread, and deny nor Pearles to them 
whom God hath made his Jewels. 

Give every one his due; tribute to hom tri- 
bute, love to whom love, honour to whom 
honour. Be not you ſhy of jbyning your ſelves 
when God will joyn himſelf; leſt yon call that 
common and unclean which God hath ſan#ified; 
be fare alſo re make a difference between the . 
precious and the vile; then God will make you Jer. 15.26 
varo this people 4 fenced brazen wall, and 
though they fight againſt you, they ſhall not 
pre vaile; for the Lord will be with you; + 


The fifth Principle. 


3. Confine not God to any, nor deny to God any OT 
way of working; know this, that he worketh, 3 
when, where, how, and by whom he pleaſeth: — 
becauſe the firſt Goſpel Miniſtry was with mi- 
racles, can there be none now withoat miracles? 
why will ye limit the holy one of Iſrael? 

If he bring about his end, that is, by the Go- 
ſpel to bring in poor ſmnners to himſelf, what 
matters it whether it be done by the work of 
his hand, or by the word of his mouth? 

And yet who knows but God who did; will 
again appear in working miracle; eſpecially 
at the calling 32 the ſewes, as he did then 
at the calling of the Gentiles. But whether 
he will or no, let not us limit the holy one of 
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The ſirth Principle. ä 
princi- 6. Do not divorce what God hath married, nor 
1. ſeparate what God hath joyned together. The 
ple. fulfilling of the righteouſneſle of che Law with- 
5 out us, doth not hinder-the | fulfilling of it 
within us; nor the fulfilling of the righteouſ- 
neffe of the Law in us, deny che falfilling of the 
Law withour us. f | 

Why ſhould ſome ( like the Corinthians} rx 
up Paul, and Apolia, and Cephas, and neglett 1 
'® Yea that Chriſt? and others cty up Chriſt, and neglect 
| rejet. * Paul and Apollo? ſure ly Paul, Apollo, Cephas, 
go and Chriſt ate very good friends. Chriſt is not 
included in Paul, nor excluded from Paul; bur is 
within him, and without him. | 

Some cry up Chriſt in the fleſn, others Chriſt 
in the ſpitit, but Beloved, is Chriſt diwidedꝰ ſure- 
ly Chriſt in the fleſh and Chriſt in the ſpirir, do 
not oppoſe one ahother; why then ſhould any 
apboſe them one to another? 

Some are altogether for the Letter, others 
ſor the Spirit and meaning of the word; Be- 
loved, why ſhould ye not be for both in one, 
ſecing they agree in one? Letter and ſpirit, Word 
and meaning, do not diſagree nor croſſe one another. 
The leſſon when the Scholar hath learned it 
by heart,doth not diffcr from that in the book, 
they are ſtill one and the ſame leſſon. 

The Word is the meaning expreſt, the meaning is 
the Word explained. Onely let me adde, that 
though the word includes the meaning fully, 
yet it doth not fully expreſſe the meaning, as ap 
pears by Chriſts expoſition of the Law, Mat. 3. 

Some look but little ro the gutward conver- 
ſaticn, as ifall Religion eonſiſted in an inward 
retirement and contemplation z others ws | 
little 
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the oxtward mant bur Beloved, the inward 
and ourward man make but one man, the in- 
ward and outward converſation bur one confor- 
mity to the Will of God. He doth not enjoy mch 
of God within, who walks not much with God 
without : nor doth he walh much with God with- 
out, who enjoyes not much of God wit hin. 


The ſeventh Principle. £ 


7. Whatever was either rule or priviledge under 
the Law, is flill ſo unde# the Goſpel, unleſſe we can 
ſhew its abrogation. What was once diſcovered 
to be the will of God, continues to he ſo till he 
himſelf do diſanull ir. We ſee indeed that ma- 
ny things are revoked, and thongh they were 
once his will, are his will no longer : for God 
doth not ſpeak the word becauſe the word is right, 
but the word is right becauſe God ſpeabs it. 

Let us not therefore think that the Old Teſta- 
ments authority is not proof ſufficient, ſurely 
as far at under ſtand, his will there, is dor a- 
brogated in the New Teſtament, but abides ſtill 
in its full force. 


The eighth Principle. 


8. Uſc ſweetneſſe rather then violence, words ra- 
ther then ſwords to convince ene another;nſe ver- 
ba ratlier then verbera; Argumenta Ariſtorelica, 
rather then Bacillina; rational Arguments, ra- 
ther then club Law, to win upon each other. 

Certainly, if reaſon and Scripture wil nor pre- 
yall, Famer abu &c. are nor like to do it. I 
am ſur e the frft is more ſutable to man, who 
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lixle to the inwerd, as if all Religion were in 
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7. Princi. | 
ple. 


8. Princ 
ple. 
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| Try all 
things, 
hold faſt 


cares nor tobe ert 


23 40 _— with a dead friend as not to 1 


i he Y 


mw Keys 
man viz. Ive; cords may up bis han $A 
he cannot hurt, but love binds up bis heart that he [ 
will not hurt. 

A Cart may break yce, but it doth abide yce 
Nil!, but the Sun doth melt ĩt out of ir ſelf. | 

beſeech you Beloved, ler us rather pray one 
for another, then make à prey one of another: 
if Chriſt come, and find us . our A | 
ſervants, how, ah how ſhall we loo him in the 
face ? 0h that every one that reads, would ask his 
beart concerning'every Rule, & Principle bow far 
it doth concern himſelf. and not put off, as if orhers, 
and not himſelf, were ſpoken to. 

Conſider it hat been faid, and the Lord 
give you underſtanding in all chings. . | 


PARTLY. 


bs ſhall gdde ſome Arguments to provoke us 
to mutual le. 


The firſt provoking Argument. 


Is the will and command of the Lord fe- 
ſus Chriſt that we love one another. , 
And oh with what willingne ch uld Chriſti- 
ans embrate the will of Chriſt? Certainly if his 
command be grievous to us, the love of God is 
net in us, 1 John 5.3. 
Alas! how little is love your enemies obſerved, 
when love one another is fo little regarded! 
Surely you would have been loth to Have 
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obſerve his left Will and Teſtament; and will ye 
deal thus with Aker? are theſe the effe&,of © 
your . 7 1 How can you prove what you 
proſeſſe, that you are his friends,whenhefauh, 
Fobn 15. 14 ye are my friends if ye do hat- 
ſoever I command you? never talk of friendſhip 
xnlefſe you obey him. 

Read over that place (not overiy, but ſexĩouſ- 
ly.) 1 John 4, 20. Ia man ſay 1 love God and 
hate bis Brother, beis a lyar. Do ye ſee this 
Chriſtians ? Who ſpeaks truth? God er you? 
Youſay you love Gods God ſaith you lie, for 
you love not one another. 8 

Mean ye to mock God, when ye call upon 
him and pray, thy will be done? is not this his 
will, that ye love one another 2 what would you 
* God ſay Amen, and you will not ſay ſo be 
it | 


+ ab 

Secondly, We have Chrift for an example; he 2. 
lived and loved as well as ſuffered and died, ment. 
leaving us an example. This is all we have to 
do in the world, to ſhew forth the vertues of 
chriſt, and to walk as we have him for an ex- 
ample. We write not after our copy, unleſſe we 
liveand love as Chriſt did. 

See that remarkable inference, 1 John 4. v. 
10, 11. Herein is love, not that we love God, but 
that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our fins, v. 11. He draws this 
inference, If God ſo loved us, what then 2 muſt 
we love God again? nay that is not all, but how 
1 n ; 
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The ſecond provoking Argument. 


Y Chriſt told the Jewes, that if they had 
| Abrahams made Abraham their example, they ns x 
children, 4, Abrabam did; and furely did we propoe 
Sons ofi- Chriſtſor our example, we ſhould walk as Chriſt. 
ration. If Painter tell me he is about to draw the 
Pifure of a man, and it prove tobe like a beaſt, 
I ſhall hardly beleeve that he had the Idea fa 
man as an example in his fancy. , ( 
Surely, while the prada and reſults of our | , 
0 
d 


undertakings be fo brutiſhand diabolicall; how 
can any man think that we have Chriſt as 4 
pattern, unleſſe they judge Chriſt by us to be 
according to us, viz. malicious and envious as | 4 
we are? 5 
Ab my Brethren! tender the honour of Chrift | o 
more; he harh told the world that they may | is 
read hin in you, and your obedience to his tt 
commands will give all the world to under - Þ a1 
ſtand that ye are his Diſciples; alas, what will I b 
men think of Chriſt, when they fee his Diſci- I d 
ples walk in ſtrife and bitter envyings. 

You are hrs Epiſtle to be known and read of 
all men; and if the copy contain ſuch bittet 
things, will they not think that the original con- 
tains the ſame ? Ah Beloved / why do you-bring | a 
p an evil report upon the Lord Jeſus? * 

When the ſtreams ate bitter, will any think { ;4 
the ſountain ſweet? The Academicks, the Pe- || bi 
ripateticke, the Sivicks and Epicureans, and all I f 
the ſets of the Philoſopher were mote carcfuil 

to follow their leaders, then Chriſtians are to 
follow Chriſt. | WY TIN 
Bur as Alexander ſaid to a cowardly ſoul- 
dier of his called Alexander, Leave off thy navhe, 
or fight better ʒ never call your ſelves Chriſtis 
and pretend to walk as you have Chriſt ſor 
a an 
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le, unleſte men way read that in you; 
which was read in Chriſt, viz. love. 


The third provol ing Argument. 


Thirdly, Love is debt. Yeu owe love, and 
ſhould owe nothing elſe to one another. 3. Argu- 
Chriſtians, will ye not be honeſt men and pay ment. 
your debt? Rom. - 8,9, 10. When you love Aut hoc 
one another, you fulfill the Law, and pay yaur non eft 
debr. - Evange- 

Is it not ſtrange that Chriſtians ſhould be ſuch ſium, aut 
Ant inomians? this is Chriſts Law, Love one an- nos non ſu- 
dther; now you are Antinomians if ye love not mus Evan- 
one an@her ; certainly a man that is for love gelci. 
is no Antmomian; for the Law is fulfilledan 
| this one word, viz. Love. Look to it Chriſtie 
ans, you will never be our of the danger of 
being arreſted one by another, till you pay your 
| debt, and love one another. | 


-- 


The fourth provoking Argument. 


Fourthly, Tour union and communion one with 
another, your loving one of another, wil re- 4. Argu- 


move the ſcandals which your drviſrens bring upon ment. 
the truth of God. There is no ſuch ſtumbling 
block which cauſeth the world to wave the way 
of God, as the diviſion of Saints. | 
"Jt is bad like ( ſaith the world ) chat they can 
reach us the truth, when they cannot agree a- 
bout it themſelves. Bleſſed God what a re- 
roach is this? Oh that this ſhonld be publiſh- 
ed in Asbalon, and ſpoken in Gath / 
Obriiant would it not make you bluſh , if 


you ſhgald hear poor fouls (I have * 
5 ro 


tell you, that there is "oaſing keeps them ſo | © 


much in doubt, nothing fils them ſo full of fears, 
as the diviſion of Saints. Be x 

Alas ſaith 4 poor ſoul, my ſoul is in a ſtrait be- 
tween two, and what to do I know-notz one, „ 
tels me this is Scylla, anether tels me that's 8 

c baribdis; one tels me that in that way ſhere is 
a Lion, another tels me that if I lean on that 
-- wall « Serpent will bite me, and this ſaith the 
ſoul even rends my heart to pieces. 

Ab Chriſtians {ler the fighing of theſe poor 
Babes and Infant ſouls, prevail with you; yea, | 
let them, who as yer are unborn (bei new 
iſ ſee your ſweet and loving convełſation, 


they may be won by ir. 
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The fifth provhing Argument. 


Fifthly, Tour living in love will midwife into the 
World, that long boot, and langed for man child 
of Reformation, with which we travel in birth 

- eothis very day. h 

Alas | we are like Jaca and Eſau, -firug- 
ling in the wombe for priericy and Elderſhip, 
and ſo prove our ſelves fooliſh children by ſtand- 
ing in the way of breaking forth. t very body 
cries out, where is the Refmaion d you promi- 
ſed us a Reformation; ah, will ye not lay ir to 
heart? undoubtedly had you not fallen out about 
the way, yau had come to your journeys end 

long ſince. ä W 
Nothing retards and hinders publich motion, ſo 
much as diuiſion; when one goes cht w a- 
ghother thatz Tis ſpoken to the everlaſting proſe 
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of rae), 3 g. 18, T. of y were gahrod to 
F gether «5 ane Man. And wer. 8. All 

roſt as one man. So Frxra.'3; 1. The people ga- 
thered together as one man. Nebe. 8. 1. Aud all 
I the people gathered together ar one man. | 
-” F Hadthty been divided, how had the work 
gone on? Chriſtians, ſhall Iſrael in the fleſh be 
as one man, and ſhalt not Iſrael in the ſpirit? 
were they ſo zealous for the Type, and ſhall nor 
i ve forthe Antirype? yea for theſhadow, and 
© | ſhall not we for the $94 ? as you love publick, 
ſettlement and ſafety, love one another. 
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„ De ſixth prrvol ing Argument. 


* 6. Union and love will preſerve you, but div ii. 6. Argu- 
on and envy will be your ruine, Gal. $. 15: But if ment. 
ye bite and de vour one another, take heed ye 
be not conſumed one of another. 
| What ! are Chriſtians become like Milſtones, 
1s | which having no griſt to gringe, ſet themſelves on 
4 | fire? that the world ſhould hate you, and ſeek 
h.] your tuine is no wonder; but that your ſelves 
ſhould hate one another,” tis monſtrous. Was it. 
ever known that any hated his own fleſb? you 
are offleſh, and bone of bone, yea * — one 
mit with deſus Chriſt. Oh if you were but ſen- 
ble, how le jeſus Chriſt is hereoſi Think <A 
— that it pains him not to have his members * 
thus disjoynted? farely he cries out, Tam J 
yea my friends wound me. 
8 Wha! Rrethren ſheath their ſwords in 
others. bowels! Will ye bring that ruine 
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ar end the your ends.Sufe- L 
ly che world bug themſcives in theſe hopes; {| 5 
and the Saints ſhrugge for theſe fears. m 


When Agamemnon and Achilles were fallen I 
out, Homer brings in Neſter perſwading them | 5 
to reconciliation from theſe two arguments. - 
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Alas! great ſadneſſe will the Greeks poſſeſſe; 
Priams and Trojans joy will be no leſſee, 


The world wiſheth of you Cas Tacitus of the e 
Germans) if this people canner ſove us, that | 7 
they would hate one amther : and will you Lov al 
them their hearts defire 3 muſt it again he ſaid, 

1277 perdition is of thy ſelf, Oh Hrael ? Oh Eng- * 


| 'Tis faid of the ſtone Scyrns, that while it is . ® 
whole ſwims on the water, but being broken, A 
it finks. Chriſtians , there is yet hope, that be- 
ing whole and united in love, we may fwima- tl 
bove all the waters that flow in upow us like  ® 
mighty flouds, but if we break and * we 
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are likero ſink, every Womans child of u. Ma- tt 
ny other Arguments may 4 2 I 2 45 ie 01 
words will be enough to the wiſe to 
three to conclude with, bl 

Firſt, The Beaſts" of - the field are wor one ar - 


. peace with us, but at haute amo 
wen eſpecially who are of the- Rind" 
= * W mg W 


JT wild &(@ bears agtee themſelves. 
Ay 2 the Lion be wirh the 
Lamb, and the Leopard wich the Kid, to teach 
Saints the way? The Oxe and the Aſſe have 
more knowledge then my People, ſaid God of Iſ- 
rael, and may we not ſay of the Elephants and 
Stags, they have more love then Chriſtians ? 
they will help and ſupport one another, bur 
Chriſtian ———— 

Secondly, wicked men brethren in iniquity a- 
gree together, Luk. 23.12. Look to it Chriſtians. 
That very ſame day Pilate .and Herod were 
made friends together, who before were at 
enmity among themſeives. Can ye read this and 
notÞ{uſh ? 

That very day that Chriſt was to be abaſeu, en- 
emies became friends and at this diy when Chrift 
is to be advanced, friends become enemies. Chriſti- 
ans wp * your hearts ? 

; Thirdly, the devils agree among themſelves, 
but a deviliſh love, Mar. 53. 3. from v. 22. to 29. 

. mark it I beſeech you, they will not caſt out 

one another. 

. Do the Devils love their kingdem fo well 

char they will not divide it? and doe ye love 

eur ſo ill, as to divide it and break ir? will it 

t be bitterneſſe in the latter end? Mat. 12. 45. 

* 
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they goand call one another, and take poſſeſſi- 8 
on and dwell there; What can Devils dwell | 
together, and cannot Chriſtians ? Ob with what 
bleeding hearts ſhould we think of this, that 
the children of Hell ſhould be wiſer in their 
Generations then the children of Heaven. 

I mall conclude with that Scripture, Phil. 2. 

If therefore there be any conſolation in Chriſt, If 
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ye 72 K — having 1 | 
of one accord of one mine: — be 1 
through ſtrife or vain glory, but in lowlineſſe a 
inde, let each eſteem other better then himſelf; 
not every man on his own things, but every 
man alſo on the things of others... Let this mina 
be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Feſus. 
Chriſtians, I would I were able to expreſſe 
my ſelf with more affeJzon , in beſeeching you 
| © to love one another; I heſeech you, yea with be- 
ſeechings I beſeech you love one another. Golds | 
but paint out before you the pantings wy 
heart, and ſet ſighes before your ſ — | 
a draught of the groans which thele conſidera- } 
ng — from my heart. But .- All I will on 
love, dove, ue. The loveof God and 
2 of love confimiy you to ſoue one ano- 
ther; that it bed of C hriſtians as 
1 n bepold x they love one ano- 


